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My six year-old grandson, Joshua, will be Curious George 
for Halloween.  He is currently obsessed with Curious 
George.  He reads Curious George books, watches the 
Saturday cartoon, and recently had a Curious George-
themed birthday party.  I suppose Joshua identifies with 
Curious George because he, too, burns with impetuous 
curiosity.  This often gets him into scrapes, as it does 
George.  The other evening, for example, Joshua got lost 
in the Uintas with a storm blowing in.  His mother was 
terrified.  “I was just exploring, mom,” he said.  A few 
weeks ago Joshua got stuck between the first and sec-
ond floor in the laundry chute at our house.  “I was just 
exploring, grandpa.”

No doubt because it can lead to peril, curiosity is the 
object of many cautionary stories and adages.  Pando-
ra’s curiosity loosed a host of woes upon the world when 
she opened a box.  Faust’s curiosity led him to sell his 
soul for secret knowledge.  The Fall is popularly associ-
ated with illicit curiosity for forbidden knowledge.  Be-
ware curiosity, these stories seem to agree.  After all, 
curiosity killed the cat.  

Yet from another point of view curiosity can be seen 
as a great good, the engine which drives discovery and 
moves the world forward.  How much progress has 
come from those possessed of curiosity and passion for 
learning–those driven to explore the woods and to dis-
cover where laundry chutes lead. 

The institutional home for organized curiosity is, or 
should be, the academy.  Education should at once in-
dulge and discipline our innate curiosity.  It should keep 
the child–Curious George, if you will–alive in every 
learner, faculty and student alike.

According to Thomas Friedman, curiosity and pas-
sion are key prerequisites for education in a “flat world,” 
where information is readily available and where global 
markets reward those who have learned how to learn 
and are self-motivated to learn.  In today’s world, he ar-
gues, it is more important to be passionate and curious 
than to be merely smart.  Friedman has reduced this 
principle to a formula: CQ + PQ > IQ–meaning, Cu-

riosity Quotient plus Passion Quotient is greater than 
Intelligent Quotient.  Friedman says that he lives by this 
formula: “Give me the kid with a passion to learn and 
a curiosity to discover and I will take him or her over 
the less passionate kid with a huge IQ every day of the 
week.”  IQ “still matters, but CQ and PQ . . . matter even 
more.”  

They matter for faculty as well as for students if we hope 
to “implant in them a love of learning,” as we claim in 
our Aims.  As Friedman says, “You can’t light a fire of 
passion in someone else if it doesn’t burn in you to be-
gin with.”  

I recently felt such passion and curiosity burning bright 
in a young father, new bishop, and experimental physics 
professor back East.  His brilliance is exceeded only by 
his infectious, childlike enthusiasm for his research.  I 
was struck by his passion as he effused about his current 
research to slow down and even stop light.  Now I na-
ively thought the speed of light was a constant [C], but 
evidently it can be slowed down and perhaps stopped.  
He tried to tell me how but his explanation was mostly 
lost on me. What was not lost was his unabashed cu-
riosity and passion for quantum physics.  These shone 
from his eyes as intensely as the love he had for the baby 
he dandled on his lap. 

Of all people, Latter-day Saints should embrace curios-
ity and passion for learning.  After all, we do not un-
derstand the Fall as a precautionary tale against curi-
osity, nor condemn Eve for desiring godlike knowledge.  
Rather, we proclaim that humans can and should strive 
to become like God, whose glory is intelligence.  We af-
firm that we ought to learn all we can in this life and 
expect to continue learning in the next.  For us, life-
long learning is not simply a practical expedient for a 
flat world.  It is a theological imperative for this world 
and the world to come.    

Whether we consider the exigencies of an eternal or flat 
world, CQ + PQ > IQ is a good formula to live by.  It re-
minds us to keep Curious George alive in our students 
and in ourselves.
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